* Unit 4

@ GradelLevel:

S FROM KOREA gapmerm—y

40 + 40 minutes + Homework

Skills to Improve: Historical Core Values: Patriotism,
analysis and inquiry, historical nationalism, altruism,
empathy responsibility

Concepts to Digest:
Communication, media

Methods-Techniques: Evidence-based historical inquiry, oral history
Teaching-Learning Materials: Archival documents, newspapers, interview/oral history recordings

Learning Goal: To understand how soldiers and their families used the main communication tools
during the Korean War and what functions those tools served.

Key Question: Through what means and in what ways was communication established between
soldiers and their families during wartime, and how did these exchanges affect the morale and
motivation of both sides?

Guiding Question 1 Guiding Question 2

How were communication tools How did the various forms of
used during the Korean War, and communication established
what limitations did these tools between soldiers and their relatives
have? affect the morale and motivation
of both sides?
By understanding which To develop an empathetic
communication tools were used understanding of the personal
to maintain contact between and psychological effects of
soldiers assigned to Korea and communication with relatives
their families, students will analyze who are in different cities or
the emotional states of families countries during war or similar
who received no news about their extraordinary circumstances.

children sent to Korea.

The students are asked/invited The students are asked/invited to

to examine Sources B, C, D, E, K, examine Sources ] and K, along
G, H, and I, to answer the related with Sources E, H, and I used in

questions, and to complete the

previous stages of the activity, and
letter-writing activity.

to answer the related questions.



Teaching and Learning Plan

T Focus on Activity

The students are asked/invited to read the short letters on the newspaper page in Source A,
to answer the given questions, and to participate in a whole-group discussion.

ﬁ Task 1

The students are asked/invited to examine Sources B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and I, to answer the
related questions, and to complete the letter-writing activity.

ﬂ Task 2

The students are asked/invited to examine Source ] and Source K, together with Sources E,
H, and I used in earlier stages of the activity, and to answer the related questions.

@ Assessment and Evaluation

The students are asked/invited to answer the open-ended questions.

Homework

10 min.

30 min.

35 min.

5 min.

The students are asked to draw a picture or write a letter about the daily lives of Turkish soldiers in Korea.

This product will be stored in the electronic portfolio.




News from Korea

Teaching and Learning Process

Focus on activity: The students are asked/invited to read the letter summaries in Source A together and then
to discuss the answer of the following question.

Source A: A page from the Yeni istanbul newspaper dated 11 November, 1950 (Yeni Istanbul, 1950).

Baml Axdin

Egtm Nermin Avdin, Farosx Mah,
Yah So, No. 78 . Trabzon,

Byl millstimin bana vakfettigl
vatan! vazifemi yapmak Umers gok
neseli clarak saf ve salim Koreys
geldim, Nermin, annam, babam, bil-
thin kornga ve alcrabalanmma ayT A,
qok ¢ok selAmlanmi sunar hepinize
negel| glinler dilerim.

L]

Mustafa ofiu Stleyman Toel
Topeu
Akdam kiixlh . Mersin

Mubterem valandagiarim wve akra-
balanm, 19101850 giinll Koreye wel-
dik. Hepimiz mhhatteviz Negemiz ¢
ok yerinde. olimlenize seldm eder 1.
lerinizden mkanm

L
Mehmot afln Silri Tinmes
Torbaly, Karmkoyn kiyl - lemir
Muhteresy akrabalarm, lgte size
Eazeleyls heplnize mektup ginderiyo.
rum. Hepimix (yiyiz Merak stmeyis
nig, Clmlienize selim eder elleriniz-
den Sperim.

Yusuf Zoyhek

Adapazarinds Mehmet Zevbek,

Koreye  salimen . geldik. Hepimiz
mhhat ve afiyetteyizs. Glhnlerimiz cok
negeli gecmekte, herkesten gok jtibar
ghrmekteyiz. Bigleri hic merak ot-
meyiniz Climienize sonsuz seldmian-
m1 sunar ellerinizden ve gozierinizden
Uperim.

-
Calg | 1
Yeul Cami mahalles) - Silke
Kivmetll babam ves allame,
Elhamdulilah salimen Kore mem-
Iekcetine geldilk. Eihhatim ve rahatim
gokt iybdir. Arkadaglarim ve ben he-
pimiz nsgeliviz. Varifelerimizl sezon
nasihatlarma gbre Iyl yapmya cah-
gavorum. Insallah sanin ve vatandeg:
larmmin yizinl ak ederim. S«lim o
der ellerindan Gperim.
L]

|

Beviert Aslan
Nigds . Koyunu
Sevpill annecifim. Benden uzakia
bu mektubu ebedl biy hitira ve son-
wuz bir fyale olarak gonderdigim icin
ne kadar mesut ve hahtiyar oldugu-
mu b kum telgrafhans mesktubunds
oktiytin, Clumlenize sonsuz selAmlar
m siinar, ellerinden Sperim. Benj hie
hayalinden gldermiven nflun
-

Abmet oftn Mural K

mrkrmay
Ahmet Korkmaz, Orhansll . Har-

mancik.
19.10,1080 pergebe glind  Ke-

Koreden mektuplar

reys peldik. Yolenlugumuz gok iyl
ve negell gectl. Bursda da hapimiz |-
viyie. Climlenize ve arkadnslarims ss.
Am ederim, Cézlerinden Bperim.

-

Nidurey Savgat .

Sevgill babacygm,

Belediye Zabita Mamury . Salthil
Vatan ve sizlers lAyik olmakian bag-
ka bir diglincem vaktur. Blz habama
we anneme sellm eder ellerinizden 8-
porim. Kardegim Hilkats de ssldm

e Salarins —— "
ki arkadagim Kobanbaya da selimiar,
-

Al Absrt
Hd

Topeu . Wiknhags
lzmir Karantina Mahallesinds apim
Buat Almri'a
Bir Thrk annesl hinerl U
gocuklanmiz  yetigtirdigine emi-
nim. Milletime ve onin bagnns
basarak emanet citigim sizlers bin-
ierce weldm.

-

All Oueveren (Tegmen)

Isparin, Emse Mahallesl, Emng 8n-
kak No, 35 te.

Bevgill anne, babaciiim e AREbE-
vima,

Sizlere yaloyacak i ofll, kar-
deg olmak isin biitlin glclimle garpi-
sacagvn. Bu arada her firsalia mh-
hat haberimi génderiyorum. Bimdl de
kadirginas YENI ISTANBUL gaze-
tesinin 10tufkdr tavassutundan fay-
dalanarak sizlere hitap edebllmak
firsatimy buldum. Allalun tEniyie de-
mir giblylm ve demir gibl olacafim.
Bizden oldugumu ispat edecegim. El-
lerinizden bperim. Allaha emansl o-
lun.

*

Ihsan Cetiner (Cavug)

Ankars, Oneebecl, Misafir Sokak,
No. 183 de annem.

Ankarndan symildiktan somra bi-
thin sildh arkadaglarmmia birlikte gok
negell ve rahat bir yolculukian sonra
Horeye geldik. Cok Iylyim, Demir gl-
bi vileudum, ¢eld gibl imamm var,
Mektuplannis: bekler, sonmuz hirmet
ve sevgilerie senin ve bilitln biyfkle-
rimin eflerini Gper, komgulara scldm
ederim.

L]

R. Saybout (Thchas)

Sayin Albay Baki Tanerl, As Pos,
e K.

Kuvvetierimiz ve ben insani bir 4&-
vanmm kazanitmasn icin Korede bu-
lunmaktan zevk duyuyorue, Bilihla-
rumiz konugturmak imkanimm heniz
meveut olmam ise ayrl bir memounl-
wat teviit edivor. Kivmetl] sahmmizds

blitlin alay ve silih arkadaglarm se-
mlarm. Buglin Ame.
rikali Albay De Bhomo dahi sizs ve
beraber galytydy topeu arkadaglarinn
selminrin ghndermelktadir.

-

Cikan Rumbasar
A

re
flest ve akrabalnrima. myrica Tzmir-
delcd Alperier milesine ve dayim Os
man Remzl Nurhat's mbhatler diler
hitrmetlerimi sunarm.,

L

Nazm) Ozogul |

Harp Okulu 5b. ve Ofrenci arka
daglarim, Bizlere ayrilirken perefll ta
ribimizin kahramanhk —menkobeler
yaratar babalarimmn sl kamm ta
gyan  evillinn  olugumuzu bkt
dinya hururunda ispat sdecegimiz ve
lenp ederse canimm verscegimizi sbe
vermigtim. Bir cephe arkadapmz
Tativle sizier| selAminrim.

Heyetta bulunanlann
heykellerinin dikilmemesi
hakkinda bir tasan
Ankars, 10 {Hususl muhabirimi
bildiriyor) Ankars  milletvekib
Osman Sevkd Clgehdad hayatta bu
Tunan kimselerin heykellerinin v
buns miimas] amutlsnn reaml  ve
umumil yerbers dikilmemesi hakkin
da bir kaoun tasanm bamriamgtis
Hayir miesseaclerine hayir yapanka
nn namiarm: ipka icin dikdbecek a
mitlar ‘bundan istisna edilocaktir. g

Bir Panama u;m firtinadan

Midilliye iltica otti

fzmir., 10 (Hususl muhabirimi
bildiriyor) — lumire gelen Eemich
ler Midiih ackisnnda bir Panam:
vapurunun frirtinadan batmak tehli
kesivie karglasarak istimdat eibig
ve Midiliye iitica etii@ini sfyiemel
tedirler. Bu vapur ticarl hamule il
lamire geliyordu.

Artvinde bir kamyen

uguruma yuvarlands

Artvin 10 (LAA) — Softr Kaptan
idaresindeki Hopa T1 piika numa,
rah bir kamyon Berts meviainde ve
henlls  anlaplmayan hir  sehepten
icindaki yolenlariyle bi-likte bir vgu
ruma yuvarlanmagtie  Mubtelil yer.
lerinden afir surette ralanan 1kl
syoldein Me Bafif varalidsr astahsneve
kaldirimagter, Raveile  Bhliseye el
foymigtis,

Letters from Korea
Sami Aydin

To my wife, Nermin Aydln, Faroz District,
Yal:i Street No. 75 — Trabzon.

T arrived in Korea safe and sound, in excellent
spirits, to fulfil the national duty entrusted to
me by my great nation. Nermin, I send my
greetings one by one to my mother, father, all
our neighbors and relatives, and I wish joyful
days to all of you.

Siileyman Tokel, son of Mustafa,
Artilleryman

Akdam Village-Mersin

My dear fellow citizens and relatives, we
arrived in Korea on 19 October, 1950. We
are all in good health. Our spirits are also
very high. I send my greetings to all of
you and shake your hands.

Siikrii D6nmez, son of Mehmet

Karakuyu Village-Torbali, [zmir

My dear relatives, I am writing to you all

through the newspaper. We are all well. Do not worry about us. I send my greetings to all of you and kiss your hands.

Yusuf Zeybek

To Mehmet Zeybek, Adapazari

We have arrived safely in Korea. We are all in good health and well-being. Our days are passing very cheerfully,

and we are receiving great respect from everyone. Do not worry about us at all. I send endless greetings to all
of you and kiss your hands and eyes.

Mustafa Calis (from the Hasanogullar1 family)

Yeni Cami District-Soke

My dear father and family, praise be to God, we have arrived safely in Korea. My health and comfort are
excellent. My friends and I are all in good spirits. I am trying to carry out my duties well, as you advised. God
willing, I will make you and my fellow citizens proud. I send my greetings and kiss your hands.




Question: How might the short letters or letter summaries in Source A have been written; in what kind of
environment and with what emotions? Please, discuss your ideas as peers.

Guiding Question 1: How were communication tools used during the Korean War, and what limitations did
these tools have?

Task 1: The students are asked/invited to examine Sources B, C, D, E, E G, H, and I, to answer the related
questions, and to complete the letter-writing activity.

Step 1: The students are asked/invited to examine Sources B, C, and D.

Source B: Communication during the Korean War

During the Korean War, communication technology was much more limited than it is today.
Communication between soldiers and their families was mainly achieved through letters. Because
of wartime conditions, letters often arrived late, making communication difficult. Besides letters,
telegrams, telephones, newspapers, and radios were also used for communication. However, due to the
challenges of war and limited infrastructure, staying in touch was very hard.

Practical methods were developed to make communication between soldiers and their families easier.
One way was publishing summaries of soldiers’ letters in newspapers so their messages could reach
their families much more quickly (Sources A, C, and E). Another way was reading short messages
sent by soldiers at the front during the ‘Ankara Radio Soldier Hour” program to relay them to their
families (Source E). Additionally, certain military communication procedures were used to help soldiers
who could not contact their families. In emergencies, military correspondence ensured that soldiers’
messages or conditions were delivered to their families, and family messages were sent to soldiers at the
front (Sources F and G).

A number of ranked soldiers serving in the Turkish Brigade in Korea, with their commanders' permission
and encouragement, started publishing the Kutup Yildizi newspaper on August 26, 1950. Their aim
was to help everyone at headquarters keep up with global news, stay informed about developments in
Turkey, and receive messages from their families more quickly (Sources E and H). Depending on how
the war went, Kutup Yildiz1 was published either regularly or intermittently, distributed to Turkish
military units in Korea, and supported with the necessary logistics so soldiers could receive and read it
(Prepared by the authors).

Source C: A memory of Korean War veteran Colonel Celal Dora

“Despite searching for over a month, we hadn't been able to hear Ankara Radio, so finally finding it,
and learning that a relative of mine would be addressing me, made me very happy. When I ran to the
radio at Brigade Headquarters, located five hundred meters away, all the officers and soldiers there
were staring at the radio, holding their breath to catch the faint sounds coming through. At that very
moment, my cousin was finishing his message to me; he said that all my family members were in good
health and ended his words with wishes for success. His message was followed by the voices of the
families of other friends.” (Dora, 1963, pp. 69-70)




News from Korea

Source D: An excerpt from the

oral history interview with veteran
Necdet Yazicioglu, who participated
in the Korean War with the Rank of
Lieutenant
(https://koreanwarlegacy.org/interviews/necdet-

yazicioglu/) R = ovemoer
) 04:15-05:07

N. Yazicioglu: In 1950, specifically on June 25, 1950, North Korea, encouraged and pressured
by Russia, invaded South Korea on a Sunday and occupied Seoul within four days. A brigade
of about five thousand four hundred soldiers was sent there in September and October. Among
them were friends I had studied with, and I kept listening to the radio and following newspapers
to hear news about the Turkish soldiers fighting there. I was constantly very sad. After North
Korea pushed southward and occupied South Korea, I was deeply worried that the country
would become communist. This worry stayed inside me constantly, and I decided to go to Korea.
I volunteered by submitting a petition and traveled to Korea.

Step 2: The students are asked/invited to answer the following questions based on the information in Sources
B, C,and D.

1. Through which means did the soldiers assigned to Korea communicate with their families and
relatives during the Korean War?

2. According to Source B, what role did the radio play in providing communication between soldiers
and their families during the Korean War?

3. Through which channels did Veteran Necdet Yazicioglu obtain information about the Korean War
before he went to Korea?

4. How did the information he obtained about the Korean War affect and influence Necdet Yazicioglu,
who was then a young lieutenant?

Step 3: The students are asked/invited to examine Sources E, E, G, and H.

Source E: A page from the Kutup Yildiz1 (North Star) newspaper dated 28 September, 1952.

Private Giiltekin Sentop receives greetings and love from his father, Colonel Hayrullah Sentop; his
mother, father, sister-in-law, and aunt from Marmaris send their regards. They mention receiving his
(Giiltekin’s) letter dated 25 August, 1952, and their reply is on the way.

Salahattin Cengiz gets greetings from his uncle Sevki Eker in Sile, who writes that his mother Kadriye
and his father Sevki are both well.




To Battalion Commander Captain Muzaffer
Doruk, greetings and love from his older
brother, Major Abdurrahman Doruk, his
sister Nadiye Doruk, and the Oztiirkmen
and Goreng families.

Private Ali Kaya receives greetings from his
father, mother, sister, wife, and relatives.

To Abdurrahman Ates, greetings and love
from his father and brother.

To Abdulkadir Canci, greetings from his mother,
brother-in-law, daughters, and relatives.

To Ekrem Kayaalp, greetings and love from
his brother Kemal Kayaalp.

To Lieutenant Seyit Ozden, greetings and
love from his father, Sait Ozden.

To Mustafa Ugar, greetings and love from the
Seziner family.

To Turan Akpinar, greetings and love from
his father and mother, who write that they
had received the letters he sent while we was

still travelling, and that they are awaiting his
next one....

Source F: An official correspondence from the
Ministry of National Defense containing the
instruction to obtain information about the health
of the wife of an officer serving in Korea (ATASE,
349-24-1-953).

General Staff Headquarters

Unclassified (red stamp)

General Staff Archives ATASE and Inspection
To the office of the Representative Bureau Chief

1. I kindly request that the health condition of
Mrs. Safiye, the wife of First Lieutenant Sait
Yildirim, who resides at Esat Pasa Street No. 6,
Kurugesme, Kadikoy, Istanbul, be reported.

2. Dated 23 January, 1953, and numbered 744.

Turkish Armed Forces in Korea

Ministry of National Defense, Representative
Bureau Chief




News from Korea

Source G: An official correspondence from the Ministry
of National Defense reporting the health of the wife of an
officer serving in Korea (ATASE, 1-6-3-1-16/1012-27-1-953).

Republic of Tiirkiye Ministry of National Defense,
Representative Bureau

No: 861/2, Ankara, 26 January, 1953
To: Turkish Armed Forces Command
Kore

The wife of First Lieutenant Sait Yildirim, Safiye Yildirim, is
in good health and well-being and is awaiting letters from
her husband confirming the same.

Ministry of National Defense, Representative Bureau Chief

Staff Lieutenant Colonel

Cemal Yildirim

Source H: An excerpt from the Kutup Yildizi
(North Star) newspaper dated 21 June, 1951

NORTH STAR
Volume: 3 Issue: 32 29 June 1951, Friday
Our goal is to keep our soldiers informed
Frontline News

Communist Chinese forces launched a strong
counteroffensive in the central and eastern sectors,
but they were immediately halted by the United
Nations Forces.

It has been learned that the Communists are
concentrating troops to protect their supply and maintenance centers in the central sectors.

According to information obtained from prisoners, the gathered soldiers were brought directly to
Manchuria without being told they were being taken inland, and it was learned that in the letters they
were allowed to write to their families, they were permitted to say only that they were being treated well
and were forbidden to write anything other than military-related matters.

Step 4: The students are asked/invited to answer the following questions based on the information in Sources
E,E G, and H.

1. How did the Kutup Yildiz1 newspaper (Sources E and H) serve the soldiers in the Turkish Brigade in
Korea?

2. Imagine you are one of the soldiers serving in Korea during the war. If you saw your name mentioned
in the Kutup Yildiz1 newspaper clipping from Source E, along with a brief message from your family
and relatives in Tiirkiye, how would you feel and what would you think?




3. Based on Sources F and G, what method was used to ensure communication between soldiers and their
families when they could not reach each other through the usual communication tools of that time?

4. How do you view the use of an in-unit newspaper to help soldiers stay connected with their families
during the Korean War? Discuss with your friends.

5. In more recent wars and conflicts, what other ways might soldiers and their families communicate?
Please conduct a library and/or Internet research.

Step 5: The students are asked/invited to watch/read Source 1.

Source I: Excerpts taken from two
different parts of the interview
conducted with Korean War
veteran Veli Atasoy.
(https://koreanwarlegacy.org/
interviews/veli-atasoy/)

O 12:21-13:04

V. Atasoy: Even when we wrote letters while we

were still with the unit, they say someone was stealing our letters and taking the stamps, tearing up
the letters. Before we were taken prisoner, there was a fake (miifriit) sergeant, that is what they called
him. He was the one doing it. Later we caught him. We never saw letters being sent or received in the
unit, and we did not see any in captivity either, in the POW camp. So, there was no correspondence
or letter exchange with Tiirkiye at all.

O 19:26-20:09

V. Atasoy: There was no contact at all (referring to his family) until I reached Tiirkiye from
Korea. No communication of any kind. My father even went to the consulate asking what they
had done with his son, hitting his head against stones and walls, but nothing could be done; we
were prisoners. The man in the unit was tearing up the letters that came; we did not know. Then
we were captured, and again, nothing from home. The Americans used to exchange letters; some
of them even talked. We never received a single letter.

Step 6: The students are asked/invited to answer the following questions based on Oral History Interview 2.

1. According to Source I, what was the reason given that Veteran Veli Atasoy and the soldiers in his unit
were unable to communicate with their families during their time in Korea?

2. Imagine for a moment that you are in the place of Veteran Veli Atasoy and his fellow soldiers, and you
find out that the letters you thought you had sent to your family were torn up by another soldier just to
profit from the stamp on the envelope, and that the letters your family sent to you were also destroyed
instead of being delivered to you. How would you feel in such a situation, and what would you do?

3. Put yourself in the place of a mother or father of a soldier who was sent abroad to war for national
duty and from whom no further news has been received; like the father described by Korean War
veteran Veli Atasoy when he says, “...My father even went to the consulate asking what they had done
with his son, hitting his head against stones and walls, but what could be done; we were prisoners.”
Write a short letter to the relevant military authorities expressing your feelings and thoughts and
inquire about your son’s situation.




News from Korea

To the Commander/Command Headquarters of ..........c.ccoceureeurneeinccirencereneeeinecnnecnennes R

I am the mother/father of ....cc.coovvvviiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeee e , who was sent to Korea with the unit:

Guiding Question 2: Askerler ile yakinlar arasinda gesitli sekillerde kurulan/ gerceklesen iletisimler her iki
tarafin moral ve motivasyonlarinin gii¢lendirilmesine ne tiir katkilar saglamistir?

Task 2: The students are asked/invited to examine Source ] and Source K, together with Sources E, H, and I
used in earlier stages of the activity, and to answer the related questions.

Step 7: The students are asked/invited to read Sources J and K.

Source J: An excerpt from the Yeni Istanbul newspaper published on 11 November, 1950
(Yeni Istanbul Gazetesi, 1950)

T. Fikret Vardar, Artillery Lieutenant
To my homeland and loved ones,

Far from my country, in this distant corner of the Asian continent, my heart is always filled with your
love and longing. It is a great honor for me to come to Korea as a humble member of a heroic unit
fighting on the side of the United Nations. We have full faith that here we will once again demonstrate
that we are the children of a nation history calls ‘hero. God is always with the Turk who declares his
Creator as Truth. I thank Yeni Istanbul newspaper for giving me the opportunity to send my greetings
and respects to my dear family and my beloved nation.

Source K: An excerpt from the Yeni Istanbul newspaper published on 11 November, 1950
(Yeni Istanbul Gazetesi, 1950)

Mustafa Calis (from the Hasanogullar1 family)
Yeni Cami District — Soke
To my dear father and family,

Praise be to God, we have arrived safely in the land of Korea. My health and comfort are very good. My
friends and I are all in good spirits. I am trying to carry out my duties well, according to your advice. I
am hoping to make you and my fellow citizens proud. I send my greetings and kiss your hands.




Step 8: The students are asked/invited to answer the following questions by taking sources E, H, I, ] and K into
consideration.

1. In Sources ] and K, mark the words in the short letters that you do not know/do not understand and
research their meanings.

2. Intheletter in Source J, what might the author be trying to emphasize with the expression, ‘Far from my
country, in this far corner of the Asian continent, my heart is always filled with your love and longing?

Which values are emphasized in the letters in Sources J and K?

Based on the expression of gratitude toward the Yeni Istanbul newspaper in the letter in Source J, research
what different roles the media can undertake in times of war. By evaluating the functions of the media in
terms of boosting morale, providing communication, creating national unity, and propaganda through the
example of the Korean War, compare these with the role of the media in today’s wars and crisis situations.

5. After examining sources E, H, I, ] and K, what do you think about the emotional state of soldiers who
are far from their homeland, and how do these feelings affect soldiers’ performance in war conditions?

6. In what ways might the Kutup Yildiz1 newspaper, of which two sample pages are presented in Sources
E and H, have contributed to the morale and motivation of Turkish soldiers?

@ Assessment and Evaluation

1. What methods did the relatives of the Turkish soldiers use to receive news from the front during
the Korean War?

2. What is the name of the newspaper that began to be published within the Turkish Brigade in
Korea during the Korean War? What function did this newspaper serve during the war?

3. What can be said about the effect of communication between soldiers and their families during
the war on their morale and motivation?

4. What were the main factors that affected the morale and motivation of Turkish soldiers in the
Korean War?
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Homework I

The students are asked to draw a picture or write a letter describing the environment, experiences,
I and emotions of the Turkish soldiers who participated in the Korean War, based on the information

provided in the written, audio, and visual sources above.




